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17-year-old cancer patient to benefit from St Ann/ St Mary
Relay For Life
By Renae Dixon Observer staff reporter dixonr@jamaicaobserver.com
Monday, September 15, 2014

A 17-year-old cancer patient is to benefit from the staging of the ninth annual St Ann/St Mary Cancer Society Relay For
Life which was held in July.

Shamar Martin who was diagnosed with Lymph Node cancer last year will benefit as the society assists him in receiving
treatment.
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When the Jamaica Observer North East spoke to Martin's grandmother Eugenie Abbott, the woman said she was happy
for the assistance because it has been a difficult task financing his treatment.

"It nuh pretty at all. Mi glad for the help because him really need it," she said.

Abbott said her grandson has been out of school since being diagnosed; however, he has shown improvement in recent
times.

"Him coming on fine now," she said, adding that his doctor has given him the green light to return to school.

Abbott said when her grandson was diagnosed with cancer she was shocked.

"Mi a see a bump on his neck and it red so mi say, 'Shamar what bite you?' and him say nothing nuh bite him," she
explained. When the bump did not go away Martin was taken to the doctor. A biopsy later revealed he had lymphoma.

Shamar Martin who is to benefit from proceeds of the event.
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Abbott said she reached out the St Ann/St Mary branch of the Jamaica Cancer Society.

"They treat him so nice," she said, adding that the organisation's intervention has helped Martin to stop worrying about
his condition.

Meanwhile, the Jamaica Cancer Society St Ann/St Mary branch is reporting a successful staging of the ninth Relay for
Life held earlier this year. The group recently held a function to thank those who participated or sponsored the event.

Although the organisation did not reach its $7 million target set for this year, Kameel Bryan-Russell, chairman of the
Relay committee, said the ninth staging was a success, as up to Wednesday of last week, the group had collected some
$3.7 million.

She was speaking at the Relay For Life presentation ceremony at Glenn's Restaurant in Tower Isle where persons who
contributed to the event were honoured. Bryan said the event was a success although it could have been better
attended. The group, she said, also hopes to see an increase in sponsorship for the 10th staging in 2015. This year
there were only 10 corporate sponsors.

"We hope to have an increase in sponsorship for this venture and more teams coming on board," she said.

Public Relations Officer Angenice Whyte said work will be done in an effort to increase sponsorship tenfold.

"We are going to make it bigger and better," added secretary, Minna Walters.

Those recognised at the presentation function included Jamaica National, Digicel, Mystic Mountain, Vista Print, JMMB,
Grace Kennedy, Jamaica Public Service, National Health Fund, Sagicor and First Caribbean Bank.

JPS was this year's winner of the Relay for Life while the Optimists won the best-dressed tent competition.

The Optimist also managed to raise the most money, getting over $283, 000 for the Cancer Society. Sonia Anderson,
also of the Optimist group, was awarded for the individual who brought in the most money. Anderson brought in over
$176, 000.

Several survivors were also recognised for the role they played in raising money to help fellow victims of the disease.

"We do this for the survivors," said Marilyn Williams, coordinator of the St Ann/ St Mary Cancer Society branch.

In pointing out the decision to help Martin she said; "There are lots of children who need help. It is hard to see a
youngster whose life has just begun, to be suffering."


